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J Concern for families 

facing eviction 
J Clergy Impressed 
with Crays Hill school 


By JON AUSTIN 
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RELIGIOUS leaders have has 

unit**! to voire conrn rn ovit 
Basildon C<*uw U • plans to 
?vtct up lo * travelUT faintl * 
from Cray* HilL 

Rinnan Cuh' llc Rl^hiip Thflin • - 

,nif| ( hurch <*f England 
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Bishop Thom i added "We are* 
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Freebie for 
Blues fans 


Brentwood 


i ) , ■ ip this lorn* standing commu- 
nity and its way of life wiJJ be a 
-nous trauma for the children, 
who have stability and support at 

this excellent schrxrl 

It vs certainly a privilege' in our 
mint try to supjrort the traveller 
community and lo work for more 
understanding on all sides 

‘We really enjoyed the company 
of such lovely children and we will 
be keeping Crays Hill School. the 
children and their families, very 
much in our prayers " 

Grattan Puxon, a campaigner 
for the site, welcomed the church’s 
support. 

He said lawyers were looking for 
grounds to challenge the ceurt 
decision over housing. 


McMahon. 

DU xx 

Bt hop of Hi sdmlJ ijnrti Grw, 

have vnd th'-v will be preying lor 

th*> families on thr* jl!» gal Dal*- 


Farm travellers Site 

Tiic\ I'xpreM*) din tie* evic 

tti m will hit ik up a united com 
munityand w ill h-a hunlenonthe 


• SOUTHEND United tans can 
get a tns»i ticket for Saturday's 

game //ith Accrington Stanley if I 
If ley altend a moating 
beforehand. 

A con v» 1 1 1 ton ♦or sports clubs in 

Southend will take place on the 
tint floor foyer ot the Civic 
Centro, in Victoria Avenue, from 
10am until 2. 30pm, 

Dub rrpre’ datives will take 
part in workshop' to help them 
promote their clubs 

For mo" * information caU 01 702 
318121. I 


putt lit purse 

IjvM month. the Echo revealed 
Rwx Dtlio and Basildon Council 
have made separate bids lo the 
Government for funding to cover 
the operation, after ll emerged 
;* dicing CQBts could l"‘ ;r : higli -in 
£ 10milUon if there Is large-scale 

resistance 

Bishop Thomas said "Alongside 

the humanitarian concerns, wa 
have to ask if an extremely expen- 
sive (»}>• [ u ion to evict the trav- 
ellers is a good uso of public 
money in these straitened times." 

The pair also toured Crays Hill 
Primary Srht»ol. w’hich it v- feared 
may close following Hie eviction as 

nearly a 11 of its pupils are from ihe 

site. 


Bishop of Brentwood, Thomas McMahon, with 


Cqpcem 
children at Crays Hill School 




Breaking up this 
long-standing 
community and 
its way of life will be 
a serious trauma for 

the children 


Police look 
into burglary 
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• BURGLARS raided a house 
in Southend after tho owners 
loll a window unlocked 


The bishop were impressed by 
the commitment and enthusiasm 


should donate land 
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ai id 

from the house 


•.•lot trtcul good , 

mobile phon 
i in Canterbury Avenue 

Anyone with information should 
coil PC Jamie Wlllotts on 0300 


"Perhaps it could use its influ- 
ence to work with the travellers. 

"The church is one ol the 
biggest landowners in the coun- 
try so perhaps il could identify 
some of its land which they could 
move to, provided planning per- 
mission was in place." 


BASILDON council leader Tony 
Bail said ihe church should do its 
bit by finding land it owns which 
could be turnwl into an alterna- 
tive site for tiie travellers. 

Mr Ball said: "1 share the bish- 
ops’ concern about the high cost 
to the public purse of an eviction. 


3334444. 


Thieves hit 
block of flats 


Solidarity - bishops Laurie Green and Thomas McMahon with 
grieving relatives of John Flynn at Date Farm 
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• BURGLARS stole Cl. 600 of 
goods from a block of flats 

They got into the communal 
area ot the building in Cotswold 
Road. Westcliff, through an 
unlocked door, then forced 
open the doors to the flats. 

They stole cash, a laptop and a 
small hl-fl some time between 
1pm on Sunday, October 31 , 
and 9.45am the following day. 

Anyone with information should 
call Det Con Carrieanne Snell, 
of Southend ClD. at Southend 
police station on 0300 
3334444 
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bishops’ 


TIIE 
pastoral visit to 
the site came as 


A TRAVELLER who has sewn chil- 
dren and 22 grandchildren says her 
community must never be broken up. 

Mary Ann McCarthy, 68. is seen as a 
grand matriarch of the Dale Farm site. 

Speaking in a new electronic bul- 
letin about the site, produced by stu- 
dents of the Human Rights Law Clinic 
at Essex University in Colchester, she 
said the eviction would traumatise her 
community, which she said relies on a 
network of support provided by an 
array of extended relatives. 

She added: "Ail my family is here 
and to be split up from them would be a 
great loss. 

"For eight years, it has been a night- 
mare for us. 

"You get so stressed it makes you 
sick. We wait every day for the 28-day 


eviction notice, but where are we going 

to go?" 

She went on to say the occupants of 
the site are used to discrimination, 
adding: “Ail of us get wiped with one 
brush. If one person does sometlung 
wrong, it gets blamed on all of us.’’ 

The bulletin also described how a 
human rights training workshop, also 
run by the students, at Dale Farm, 
nearly had to be called off after a mar- 
quee hire firm realised they were rent- 
ing to travellers. 

It said: ’The Human Rights Clinic 
organisers experienced the disenmi* 

natory treatment towards travellers. 

immediately 




the families were 
mourning the 
death of an eld- 
erly and respect- 
ed campaigner. 

John Flynn, 77, 
had suffered sev- 
eral long-term 
illnesses. 

The bishops 
prayed with his 
bereaved family 
during the visit. 

Dale Farm fam- 
ilies will be 
heading 
Ireland to attend 

Flynn’s 




• A COFFEE roaster briefly 
caught alight at Utopia 
cafe, in Alexandra Street, 
Southend, at 6.55am on 
Saturday, but was out by 
the time firefighters 
arrived, lust before 9am. 


The 


companies 
backed out of their agreement 
" We only found one marquee comps 
ny willing to service Dale Farm.” 


to 


Mr 
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Stalwart - John Flynn 


funeral. 










